will aid either diagnosis or management. Experience has shown that this request is frequently unheeded. It is not unusual for a patient to be referred with either no information or with a request for a totally inappropriate test. Attempts to overcome this have included a questionnaire sent to each patient with the appointment and even a free booklet sent to all likely referring clinicians. A standard referral form has not been prepared because of the certainty that it would never be completed adequately and the likelihood that every available test would be requested.
Carr and Siegel's book is a most excellent description of their methods and the applications to certain eye conditions. A balanced guide to electrophysiological tests of vision is awaited. The Coronary Artery Stanley Kalsner (ed) pp 775 £45.00 London: Croom Helm 1982 Professor Kalsner, a distinguished Canadian pharmacologist, frustrated in his search for a volume devoted to the pathology and physiology of the coronary vasculature, decided to remedy the deficiency. Forthwith he marshalled 43 experts, all but 7 from North America, commissioned 28 chapters, and this book is the outcome. He subdivided the chapters into 8 subject headings; structure and biochemistry, nerve supply, regulation of arterial resistance, morphology, and aging of the arterial wall, and 3 parts with clinical implications -clinical assessment, the mechanism of angina and coronary occlusion, and therapy.
JOHN H KELSEY

Consultant Surgeon
Editorial discipline makes itself evident in every chapter. 'The arteries are not inert and passive but dynamically responsive tubes exquisitely sensitive to their environment': these words from the preface were the author's brief on which they based their contributions. Strict uniformity in chapter format is preserved; headings are listed and paginated at the beginning of each chapter, a common enough practice nowadays, but a godsend where technical detail is lavish. Each contribution has the stamp of authority, is well written and illustrated, and profusely referenced. Controversies such as thrombosis and infarction (Chapter 22) are competently and objectively aired and the 140 references include all the key publications. The 10 clinically orientated chapters embrace radionuclide techniques, coronary arteriography, the mechanism of spasm and acute occlusion and extend to a fair appreciation of coronary surgery.
The intense competition for publication of clinical facts in American journals often leads to hurried and verbose writing. Vested interests in the 1960s biased surgical -publications to the extent that the true potential of the coronary bypass was delayed for a decade. Lucien Campeau's chapter weighs up the arguments and his conclusions are an accurate expression of current thinking.
From any viewpoint this volume is good value and may be confidently recommended.
WALTER SOMERVILLE
Consultant Physician The Middlesex Hospital. London
Advanced Medicine, vo118. Martin Sarner (ed) pp 488 $25.00 London: Pitman 1982 (for Royal College of Physicians of London) The publication of 'Advanced Medicine' is an annual boon for the general physician who cannot get to the conference at the Royal College of Physicians. The current volume like so many of its predecessors has a sense of immediacy born out of a happy choice of topics relevant to everyday clinical practice, and a speedy publication schedule.
The topics this time are cardiovascular aspects of chest pain, antibiotics and infections, muscle diseases, therapeutic endoscopy, the ageing nervous system, cerebrovascular disease, alcoholism and related diseases, and 'interventional' radiology. There are three college lectures dealing with C-reactive protein and amyloidosis, lung fluid physiology, and natriuretic hormone and hypertension, by Dr Mark Pepys, Professor Leonard Strang and Professor Hugh de Wardener respectively. An innovation this year is a clinico-pathological conference -a patient with muscle disease, discussed by Sir John Walton.
There is something for everyone and a good deal for most in a book which does credit to authors, editor and publishers.
B I HOFFBRAND
President, Clinical Section
